INTRODUCTION





The Stanford Digital Library project began in 1994, being part of the $24 million Digital Library Initiative, which was supported by NASA, DARPA and the NSF.  The funder’s primary focus for the project concerns interoperability.  Most of their collection consists of computing literature.  Nevertheless, it also comprises a vast array of topics which can also be found via the World Wide Web.





At the core of the project lies the InfoBus testbed protocol.  It is implemented on top of a Common Object Request  Broker Architecture (CORBA) classification, using Xerox’s Inter-Language Unification (ILU).  The InfoBus provides a uniform way to access a variety of information sources and services through proxies.  Proxies act as interpreters between the InfoBus and native protocols.  





Stanford’s project focus is on finding information through a variety of user level applications, using cutting-edge user interfaces, and on the economic and legal issues of a networked environment.








REFERENCES





A. Paepcke, M. Wang, C. Chang, S. Cousins, H. Garcia-Molina, “Using Distributed Objects to Build the Stanford Digital Library Infobus”, Computer, Feb. 1999, pp. 80-87.


